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What is Countdown 20107

A powerful network of active partners
working together towards the 2010 biodiversity target
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What does Countdown 2010 do?
e Communicate the importance of biodiversity for human well-being
and promote the 2010 biodiversity target

* Remind governments to live up to their promises and move from
words to action

* Activate the power of the conservation movement to work together
towards a joint goal

* Broaden the constituency and resource base
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The Countdown 2010 Objectives

* Encourage and support the full
implementation of all the existing
binding international commitments
and necessary actions to save
biodiversity;

Partnerships

* Demonstrate clearly what progress
Europe makes in meeting the 2010
biodiversity target.

Assessment

* Gain maximum public attention
across Europe for the challenge of
saving biodiversity by 2010.
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The power of
the 2010 biodiversity target

* Linking up to new constituencies
and agendas
— Business and Regional Authorities
— Climate Change and Poverty

e New focus for the conservation
community

— A common objective, a multitude of
strategies

— The power of cooperation beyond
individual institutions

— Let’'s move from words to action!
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Countdown 2010 Hubs worldwide
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A success model in Europe

24 national governments signed
Countdown 2010 Declaration

500 partner organisations from
local authorities, businesses and
civil society

Target: Upcoming EU Presidencies
+ Congress Hosts




How do we proceed from here?

We need:

. your comments & feedback;
. to know if this is the best

approach;

. to know if there is interest in
developing partnerships on
such an approach;

. to consider the best way
forward.
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Biodiversity and Business

Biodiversity refers to “the variability among living organisms from all
sources ... and the ecological complexes of which they are part; this
Includes diversity within species, between species and of ecosystems
(Convention on Biological Diversity, Article 2).

Ecosystems Businesses depend on ecosystem services, notably for
regenerative and waste assimilation capacities

Species Business activities impact — both positively and negatively.
Some sectors depend directly on wild plants and animals
for their production processes

Genes The private sector plays a dominant role in the commercial
use of genetic resources and their derivatives
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Priorities for Engagement

* Use EC Biodiversity Communication as a roadmap to 2010

* Engage where change is most urgent, due to the scale of negative
environmental impacts
— industries that depend on biodiversity for profit
— industries with large direct impacts on landscape
— sectors with large indirect impacts on biodiversity

* Assist development of “green” enterprise

— e.g. farming, forestry, tourism, investment
— Criteria for partnership: company investment in biodiversity/sustainable use;
commitment to equity
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External context: increasing engagement

Business drivers: NGO drivers:

» Customer pressure e Confrontation not enough

« Stakeholder pressure * OQutreaching to companies
 Regulatory pressure  Leverage of business

e Access to capital « Market-oriented policy frame

« License to operate « Learn how business operates
 Cost savings  New / additional funding

« Staff morale * Increasing NGOs’ expertise and
* Value creation (competitiveness) legitimacy

e Ethical considerations
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(ALAS SLOVAKIA s.r.0.)
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Business & the 2010 Biodiversity Challenge

Meetings:

Partners London, Sao Paulo, Jan & Nov 2005
* UK-DEFRA — I’Brainstorr:ing:j’, exploring i\clleas

* Brazi-MMA Montreal, September 2005

e SCBD — CBD Working Group

* |UCN Curitiba, March 2006

° Insight Investment — CBD COP8 and side events

e CEBDS Brussels, March 2007

. EC EU stakeholder mtg on B&B

Lisbon, 12-13 Nov 07
- Business and Biodiversity Conference

Bonn, May 2008
CBD COP 9

Barcelona, October 2008 — IUCN WCC
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* Portugal Presidency
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