
 

 
 
 

Protection of natural values of the accession countries is increasingly highlighted 

during the preparatory processes of accession to the European Union. Representatives of the 

European Union emphasize at several forums that it is exceptionally important that the 

natural values of the accession countries should not be threatened in the accession process 

and beyond. The protection and the sustainable use of the natural resources is the aim in the 

Sustainable Development Strategy of the EU as well as in the 6th Environmental Action 

Programme. 

In order to find an institutionalized 

entry point to the Commission, and work 

together on issues related to the 

implementation of the Habitats Directive a 

new platform, the European Habitat 

Forum (EHF) has been established. NGO 

networks working on nature conservation 

issues are the members of the EHF. Many 

of these networks have members and 

affiliated organizations in the CEE region. 

The EHF itself is also open for NGO 

networks active in the accession countries. 

Unfortunately, the lack of financial 

resources is prohibitive for the CEE NGOs 

to regularly attend the EHF meetings, thus 

the work of the EHF is greatly focusing on 

the concerns of the member states related 

to the implementation of the Habitats 

Directive, while those worries related to 

the preparation for implementing of the 

Directive are not well represented. 

To strengthen the CEE concerns in 

the work of the EHF, CEEWEB has 

applied and was granted with full 

membership. With this act the first purely 

CEE based NGO network joined the work 

of the Forum. 

CEEWEB established a coordination 

secretariat in Budapest in order to 

coordinate the Habitats Directive related 

work of the CEE NGOs and eventually 

provide feed back to the work of the EHF. 

The planned coordination secretariat 

operates within the CEEWEB 

Headquarters. The secretariat builds and 

maintains relationship among CEE NGOs 

which are working already or planning to 

work in the future on Habitat�s Directive 

related topics. 
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On the one hand, the work program 

of this coordination platform followes the 

work of the EHF, and on the other hand, it 

also sets its own CEE agenda through a 

consultative process. Besides focusing 

purely on Natura 2000 issues, the platform 

also works on other nature conservation 

related international policy issues, namely 

the implementation of CBD and PEBLDS. 

 

 
The expected outcomes in brief: 
 
��Developing a co-operative platform for those civic organizations which aim 

to work on conservation policy at the international level. 

 

��Providing the possibilities for CEE NGOs working on Natura 2000 issues 

and other international nature conservation processes to interact with the 

European Habitat Forum as well as with other international forums.  

 

��Presenting the concerns of the accession countries in the work of 

European Habitat Forum.  

 

��Coordinate and facilitate accession related nature conservation efforts of 

NGOs based in CEE countries and catalyze the development of common 

policy goals and statements. 

 

If you need any further information  or you would like to join the work program related to 

Natura 2000 (reporting on professional matters as well as participating in seminars, groups of 

experts), please, do not hesitate to contact us. 

We would highly appreciate your quick answer soon, since the program is starting soon. 

We are planning to provide the continuous information flow by sending newsletters in every 

four weeks. 

 

Yours sincerely, 

     Annamária Csóka 

EU-enlargement Officer 

 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

For more information, please contact: 
 

CEEWEB Policy Office 
address: Üllöi œt 91/b,  H-1091 Budapest, Hungary
tel/fax: +36 1-217 0803 
e-mail: csoka@ceeweb.org 


