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Dear Reader, 
 
We hope that you find some interesting news in this short publication. As editor of this 
newsletter, I naturally would always be happy for any kind of feed-back, and also for news, 
information you would like to publish. May I also suggest you to visit regularly the CEEWEB 
web site (www.ceeweb.org) for the most actual news. 
 
European Habitats Forum Meeting  
European Habitats Forum held its Meeting in Brussels, 21 October 2002. 
The accomplished and future tasks of the EHF and its members were discussed in details.  
Here are the most important news: 

·  IUCN is going to take over the European Habitats Forum secretariat responsibilities 
from January 2003. 

·  CEEWEB proposed for a meeting based in Central and Eastern Europe. 
·  A study to identify Important Herb Areas has been undertaken. A seminar on this will 

be arranged in Budapest. Members of EHF are welcome.  
·  Birdlife has moved into new offices in Brussels. Work on marine IBAs is progressing. 

Involved in the working group on hunting and the Birds’  Directive. Work on a 
document on the state of common European Birds, based on data collected at national 
level. Work on the implementation on action plans for 16 species. 

·  Planta Europa: Launch of strategy to identify IPAs – Important Plant Areas. 
Identification will start in 2007. 

·  WWF: Project with IEEP on promoting the socio-economic benefits of Natura 2000 
was finalised and presented in a European conference in Brussels on the 28.-
29.11.2002. Work on preparing a Natura 2000 “shadow-list”  for the Accession 
countries, based on the experience with the EU “shadow list”  initiative. WWF has 
gathered information on the progress of Natura 2000 preparation work in the 
Accession countries – called the Accession Barometer. 

 
The EHF is continuing to participate in the EC “Art. 12”  Working Group. In the frame of this 
work the EHF provided comments on the draft for a set of EC guidelines on forestry and 
N2000 (August) and participated in the meeting of the Nature Directors in Denmark on 3 Oct. 
(Contact: WWF Sweden).  
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Activities of EHF 

 
Committees/ 
Working Groups 

EHF representation Status/Meetings 

Habitats Scientific 
Working Group 

Secretariat +EHF scientific 
expert 

Meeting held on 16 Sept 2002 

Minutes are available   
Biogeographic 
Seminars 

WWF continues to 
organise selection of 
NGOs 

Continental 11-13 November 
Mediterranean end of January 
Boreal Spring 2003 

Working Group on 
Article 8 

BirdLife Miguel Angel 
Naveso, subrogates 
Mr Michel Metais, 
Director of LPO/Eurosite  
Sandra Jen, WWF EPO 

Next meeting 4 Nov.  
IEEP report to comment on (2 
drafts) circulated by email. 

Communicating 
Natura 2000 

WWF Paul Csagoly in 
second meeting. 

Next meeting postponed to 
2003.  

Biodiversity Expert  
Group 
 

BirdLife in first meeting Next meeting 25 November. 
Focus on fisheries. WWF + 
BirdLife. 

Article 12 WG 
 

SEH leads. 
IUCN, WWF, Planta 
Europa and Tom from 
EEB participate. 

11 December – Becci May, 
WWF + Tony Gent, SEH 

EHF meeting in 
Hungary to EHF 
members based in 
Future member states 

All EHF members To be organised by CEEWEB 
–proposal on agenda and date 
be provided by CEEWEB 

Forest and N2000 
No commission©s 
working group 
 

IUCN, WWF and Birdlife 
 

(probably) Meeting on the 7. 
Nov. 2002 between the NGOs 
and the Commission 

Meeting EHF/ DG 
ENV before next 
Habitats Committee  

All EHF members  

 

 

ECO-Forum Star tegy Meeting together  with CEEWEB „ Road to K iev”  project  had 

promising results 

� � � �� � � ��� 	 ��� �
 � � 
 � � � ��
 � ��
 ��� � �� �� �
� �� �� �� � �� �� � 
 � �� � � � � � � � � � � �� 
 � � � � �� �
 � �
� � � 
 
 � � ��� � �� ��� � ��  �� � � �� ! !  "�# � � �� � �$��� �
� � � ��� �� � � 	
� �� � � 
 �� 	
� � � � � � � � 
� � � 	
� � � � %�
� � � �� � � ��� 	 �# � � �� ��� � $� $�&� �� � 
 � � � � � �� ��� � � �

 �� ' ! � � � � �� 
 � � � � �� �� ( ) * � � �� 
 � � � +�
� 
 � � �� �� � � 
 � � �� � � , ( � � � � � � 	 �
 � %� -� �
. � � ��� �� � � �� 
 � � ��� �
 � � �� � 
 �� �� � � � � � ��� 	 � � � � � �
$�� � � � � � $� �� � � � � � � � � �� � �� �� � � 
 � � �� � � 
 ���� �� �� �

� � $� ( ) * � 
 � � 
 � � � ��
 � � � �
 � � � �� �� ! !  � � � $�
	 � � � � � 
 � � �� �� � ��� � ��
 � � �
 � �� � � 
 � � 
 � � � ��
 � � 
 ��
�� � � ( ) * �� �� �� �� � �� �� / � � � �
 � � 
 � �
� � � �� 
 � � � � �� �� 0
 ��� � � -� �� 	 � � ��
 � � �� � �� # ����
&� � 
 � 	 � � �1� $� &� � �� � � � � * �2
 �� � � # ��� � �� � �
� � 
 
 
 � �� 
 �� �� � � � , � � 
 � � �� � �
 � � � �� �� � � � � $�
$� � �
 ���� � �� � �� �� 
 � �� � � � � � %�



 3 

� � � � �
 ��
 # �� 	 � �� � � � ��� � # 
 �3� � 
 
 � �
$�� � � � � � $� � � $� � $
 
 �� $� � � * � � � �� �� � � � �� �
�� � ��&� � � � � �
 �� � � � �
 ���� � �4 � � �� � � ��
 � 5�
� %"�6 � �� � ��# ��� �� 
 � � �� ���
 � � � �
 � ��� � �0�
 �
 � 
 ��

 � � � �� ��� 7�� &����� � � � $� 
 �� � � � # � �� � � � � �� �� $�
�� � � � � "�
&%"�. �
 $�� � � � ��� �
� %"� � $� � � ��
 � � � � $� 8 � �� � � � �
 � � / � � �� �� � &�� �
�� �� � � �

4 � ��� 	 � �� � � / �� � �� 	 � � � � � ��� 	 � �� �
. � � ��� �� � � � � � * � � � �� 
 � $�� � � � � � $� �� � �� � � �� �
 � �
� � $� 
 � 
 
 
 � � �� � 
 � � 2� �� � � � 
 �� �� � �
� � � �� 
 � � � � �� �
 � � � � � 
 
 � � 
 � 
 � � � � � � ��� � � � � �� �
� � $� 0� � �� � � 
 
 � � � � � � � �� 
 � � � � �� ��
	 
 � � � � � � � � %��

� � � � �
 ��
 # �� 	 � ( ) * � 
 � 
 9� � �� � � � $�
�� ���� ��� � � ��
 # � �$� �� � �� �� ! !  �# � �� �
 � � � � � �� $�
� ���� � �� 
 � �� � � � � � 5�
� %"� * � � �� � � ) � � � � �0�� ��
 � � � �/ �� � � �� 	 � ) � 
 � 
 �

 �� , 3�� �� �� � � ( ) * � � � � 
 
 
 � �� $� &� � �� � �
� ���� � � 
 � �� 3��* 
 � ��� � � 
 
 � "�
&%"� : ��� � �� � * � � 
 � ����
 � � � � $� � � �� �� ! !  �

 � 
 9� � ���� 
 
 �$�� � �� $�&� �� : � : �+' ��, 3�� �� � "�
� %"� ; � �� �� 	 � � 
 � � �� �� � -� � � � � � �� � �� � �
� � � �� 
 � � � � �� �
 � � � � � 
 
 � � 0�
 � � � � �
�� 
 
 �$�� � �� $� &� � � � � � � � $� � �3
 � 
 � � �� � 1� � � �
; � 
 � &��� "�
$%"� � � � �� 
 � � � � �� �� � $� � � ��
 � � �� � �� � �2
 �� � ��
/ � � 
 
 �� � 
 �� / 
 � �� �� � � �� � � � � � � 
 
 � � <� ( � � $� ��
: � � �� � � � � � �� �� 0� ��� � � � � �
 � �� 0� �� 
 � � ��� � � �
�� 
 
 �$�� � �� $� &� � . * ; ; * 6 � 4 � ( : � , ; � �
: / / * � -: � -* ( ��. � �	 � � �� "�
� %"� 0�
 � 
 ��� 	 � ( � # � 0� ��� � � � � �
 � � �
 � �
. �
 $�� � � � ��� � � 
 � � � � � � ��
 � � �� � � � � 
 
 � � 
 � � �� � �
; 
 � $� �
 � � �� � �� ! !  � �� 
 
 �$�� � �� $� &� �
� � � 6 � . ��= � � 	 � � � "�
�%"� � � � � � � � � � � � �� 3�� � � 3� � 8 
 �� � � �� � � � �
� � �� � 	 � $� � � � 
 
 � � �� 
 
 �$�� � �� $� &� � �� � �
-� � ���� �� � �
 � � / � � �� �� � &�� � 4 � � � �
 
 � � � ���
0
 �� � $"�
	 %"� ; � �� ��
 � � � �
 � . � �# � � � � � � � �� 
 � � � � ���
. �
 $�� � � � ��� � � � $� : 	 � �� � ��� � � � <� -� 
 
 � �� � ��

-� � � � � 
 �� � �� � � � ! !  � �� 
 
 �$�� � �� $� &� � �� � �
0
 ��� � �� � 
 �
 	 �� � ��� �� &��0
 �� � $"�
� %"� � � � �� 
 � � � � �� �� � �� ��� 7�� &����� � �� � � �� � �
� 
 � �� � � � � � � <� 2� � ����� ��
 � � 
 �� � � � : � ��� � �
0� ���� �
 � ��
 � � 
 � � � � � �� 
 � � � � �� �� ( ) * � �
�� 
 
 �$�� � �� $� &� � �� � � � � � �� 
 � � � � �� �� 7� # �
� � � �� � ��0
 �� � $"�

: ��� �� � � � � 
 � 
 9� � �� � 
 �� � � �
 � 
 � 	 � � �� � �
� 
 � � �� ��# 
 �3� � 
 
 � �
 � �
 �� � � �� � � � �� ��� �� � �� %�
0� ���� �
 � � �� � � � � � � � �� 
 � � � � � �� � $� �� � �
&� � 3	 �
 � � $� �� �
 � � � ��
 � � 
 � � 
 � � 
 � � � ��
 � � �
� � $� � � * �2
 � � � � � 
 � � � � � � � � � � � $� 
 �� � � �
� � � � �� � �� � � � �� � 
 � �
 � � � � $� $� ��� 	 � �� � �
� �� �� �� � �� �� � � � ��� 	 � � � $� � 	 � � � $� �
 � � 
 
 
 � � � �� �
�� � �� � � � $� ��� 	 �&
 �� � �� � � 
 � � 
 � � � �
 � � � 
 � 
 � � � � �
� � $�� � �� �� ! !  �� 
 � �� � � � � � %�
�
� � � 
 � � � � � � � � � � 
 � �  � � � � � � ! " 

! " 
� # � 
$� " �� %� ! $� � " 
� &� " � � 

' ! � 
 � # � 
 ' ! � � #  ! ( � " &
 ) * � � 

� " � � � ! " ( � " � � � 
 ( � " � � � � � � 

 ! " ' � � � "  � � # � � � � $
 
 �� $� � �� �� � � � � $�

 �� �� � � � � � ��� 	 %� -�� # � � � � 	 � � � $� �� � �� �� � �
4 � � �� � � ��
 � � # 
 � �$� � � � � � � � � � �� � � &� � 3	 �
 � � $�
�
 � � 
 � � 
 � � � ��
 � � 
 �� �� � � � � * �2
 � � � � > � � ���� �
. � � � � � � �3� � �
 � � � � �� �� ! !  � �� � �� � � 
 � �$� &� �
$�� ��� $� &� � �� � � � 
 
 �$�� � ��
 � � . 
 � �$� � � $�
� �� � � �� �� $� � �� � �� 
 � �� � ��� � �
 � � �� � �� � � �
$�� � � � � �
 � � � � $� � �	 � �� 	 �� 
 � � �� �� � � �� �� � � � �� 	 � �
�� � � � � �� � � ! !  � �# � � � � � ��� 
 ���� �� �� � � 	 
 ��� ��
 � � �

 � �� � �� �� ! !  �# ����&� ���� � ��1� $"%�
�
2
 ���� � �� � � ��� �
 � � � ��
 � �
 �� � � � �� 
 � �� � �5�
Victoria Elias 
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elias@ntserver.cis.lead.org 
or see webpage: www.eco-
forum.org/Towards/bratislava-
declaration.pdf 
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Enlargement Enriches the EU – Taking the Challenge  

International Conference on 
environment and EU Enlargement, 
Vienna, Austr ia Sept. 26-27, 2002. 
Much of debate concerning enlargement 
and environment to date has focused on the 
relative merits or demerits of various pre-
accession funds. Coming on the eve of the 
last round of enlargement negotiations, 
discussion at the conference focused on 
what would become of the prodigious 
natural capital that is within the candidate 
countries as they head into actual 
membership in the Union. Here the 
emphasis was especially on the prospects 
for achieving sustainability within the EU 
as a whole, including prospects for 
reforming transportation or Common 
Agricultural Policy before they destroy as 
much in the East as they have in the West.  
 
Selected points from presentations and 
discussion: 

·  Deputy Director General (DG 
Environment) Jean-Francoise 
Verstrynge described the steps that the 
European Commission would be taking 
in the coming years to assure that the 
candidate countries indeed live up to 
what they have signed up to.  

·  To really respond to local conditions 
and move toward sustainable 
development in rural areas of Central 
and Eastern Europe, EU and national 
policies must seek to support and 
empower rural communities, to help 
them address their own problems and 
concerns. Working top down to support 
bottom-up development is especially 
important in the countries of Central 
and Eastern Europe, which still lack a 
strong civil society.  

·  Unfortunately, in most cases (e.g. 
SAPARD programme), EU and 
national programmes have been 
centrally focused and have missed the 
opportunity to promote greater change. 

A notable exception is the EU’s 
LEADER programme. 

·  The candidate countries of Central and 
Eastern Europe already have 
considerable advantages for 
implementing reformed rural 
development policies, including not 
only their natural and social capital, but 
also, at least in some countries, strong 
networks of organizations that are 
experienced in facilitating community 
and regional development.  

·  Austrian civil servants, from the 
environmental minister to 
environmental agency director, 
underlined the important role that 
Austrian NGOs had played in the 
country’s recent accession to the 
European Union, particularly with 
regard to issues like implementing 
Natura 2000.  

·  This message was echoed and 
strengthened by participants from the 
newest candidate countries, who noted 
especially the need to develop civil 
societies in the post-communist 
countries. 

·  The present focus of the accession 
process on transposing legislation 
misses the bigger picture – including 
development of societal structures and 
culture needed for proper 
implementation of the new laws.  

The conference was organized by WWF 
Austria in cooperation with the Austrian 
Ministry of Agriculture, Forestry, 
Environment and Water Management; the 
Austrian Federal Environment Agency; the 
Government of Lower Austria; and the 
City of Vienna.  

Conference materials, including main 
conclusions, summary of proceedings, 
and most presentations are available on 
the Internet at: 
http://www.wwf.at/Channels/europa/ 
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Impor tant Messages for  NGOs from the EU-NGO Dialogue 
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For further and more specific information 
please require at the CEEWEB Office 
(krolopp@ceeweb.org) or at REC 
(cerasela@rec.org) 

 

 

The Natura 2000 network and the role of Hungar ian civic organizations in the 

preparation for  accession 

In Hungary, the process of establishing the Natura 2000 network presently is in the 
finalization stage of the list of the areas proposed for conservation. 
The civic organizations can acquire an important role in informing and contacting the social 
and economical stakeholders, provided they do have the essential know-how and information. 
To promote the active civic participation, CEEWEB, MME, MTvSz and WWF Hungary 
established the Natura 2000 Working Group. 
Within the main aims - beyond the preparation of civic organisations - there is the 
harmonization of the work of the four organizations as well as the support for each other. 
The details:
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CEEWEB 

CEEWEB initiated ‘Best and worst 
practices of Natura 2000 
implementation’programme to help the 
successful application of the Habitats 
Directive in Hungary. 
The aim of the project is to present – based 
on elaborated evaluation viewpoints – the 
positive German practices which 
contributed to the successful designation 
and management of Natura 2000 areas 
drawing in the civic movement and taking 
also into consideration the interest of the 
inhabitants. On the other hand, by 
descibing the failures and the analysis of 
the reasons it aims to help Hungary to 
avoid these pitfalls when implementing the 
Directive. 

CEEWEB aims to edit a material which 
can help both the experts working in the 
official conservation and the members of 
the local governments in future Natura 
2000 
areas when implementing the guidelines of 
the Directive. 
At the end of the project, the purpose of 
CEEWEB is to describe the system used 
for evaluation by the presentation of the 
Natura 2000 areas in Germany, which set 
good examples and the bad examples as 
well, analysing, how these examples could 
be used or can be avoided in Hungarian 
practice. 

 
The National Alliance of Conservationists 

In the field of nature conservation, 
one of the greatest challenges for Hungary 
is the establishment and management of 
Natura 2000 areas. The National Alliance 
of Conservationists considers that the civic 
organizations related to nature 
conservation can participate in the process 
of Natura 2000, because besides the 
professional preparation of the designation 
of the areas they have an important role 
also in promoting the social acceptance of 
the designation.  

To prepare the local civic 
organizations, the National Alliance of 
Conservationists organizes trainings, 
during which the participants can acquire 
knowledge on the judicial background of 
the Natura 2000 and the related tasks. They 

can also be introduced to the practice for 
managing the conflicts in conservation. In 
the frame of the training there will be a 
training material prepared, which will be 
available from the webpage of the National 
Alliance of Conservationists. Next year the 
organization plans to initiate Natura 2000 
model programs, which first aims to 
present the Natura 2000 network with 
drawing in the local member groups and 
make them participate in the process rather 
than being informed on the consequences 
of the land use only afterwards. At the 
same time, continuous information flow is 
provided about Natura 2000 through 
newsletters, the web page and press 
conferences. 
 

 
WWF Hungary 

WWF Hungary has initiated its 
program in 2001 which aims to protect the 
exeptionally rich natural heritage of 
Hungary during and after the accession to 
the European Union, and informs the 
stakeholders about its importance 
(decision-makers, farmers, local people, 
local municipalities). 

WWF Hungary traces and evaluates 
the national list of the areas to be 
designated for Natura 2000 and parallel to 
this, makes efforts to eliminate the factors 
threatening the protected environmental 
values. The foundation organizes 
professional conferences, edits studies and 
plans in the future to contribute to the 
practical conservation of the areas 
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(surveys, monitoring, habitat rehabilitation, 
habitat management). To symbolize the 
rich natural values of Hungary, 10+1 
valuable and endangered species were 
selected. The current conservational 
programs of WWF Hungary are in close 

connection to the protection of these 
species. 
In addition to the conservation of nature, a 
crucial viewpoint is providing the 
subsistence of the locals and the a positive 
attitude of society towards nature. 

 
MME (BirdL ife International, Hungary) 

The purpose of the European 
Accession program of MME and the 
Conservational Advisory Service assisting 
the program is to contribute to the 
establishment and management of Natura 
2000 network in Hungary and the 
protection of natural values with 
professional policy materials and practical 
conservational activities. 
Both the EU Accession Program and the 
Conservational Advisory Service aims the 
moderation of the negative effects pressed 
on the Natura 2000 areas by the 
development of the sectors. 

In 2001, MME in cooperation with 
the Nature Conservation Agency of the 
Ministry of Environment and Water took 
an important role in establishing the Natura 

2000 network in Hungary compiling the 
proposed list of the Special Bird Areas. 
In conservational practice, the purpose of 
MME is to contribute with the monitoring 
of the SPA to preserve the birds, 
biodiversity and quality of human life. 
With the support of the Nature 
Conservation Agency of the Ministry of 
Environment and Water MME organizes a 
half-year-long series of exhibitions which 
will be presented from October, 2002 in 7 
administrational region of Hungary to 
provide information for the social and 
economical stakeholders. With this act, 
MME aims to help the conservational work 
of the governmental organizations and 
social groups. 

 
 
Giscard D’Estaing: Don’ t go backwards on EU’s mission! Sustainable development 

must be at the core of the EU Constitution, says unique coalition of citizens 

organizations (Brussels 3 December 2002) 
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·  "a harmonious, balanced and sustainable development of economic activities"  
·  "equality between men and women"  
·  "improvement of the quality of the environment"���� � �$�� ���# � �� � � ��� �� �$
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·  "improvement of working conditions"  
·  "the raising of the standard of living and quality of life"  

For details: www.eeb.org/press/civil_society_contact_group_pres_03_12_02.htm
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Enlargement and CAP reform 
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Euractiv.com: 
http://www.euractiv.com/cgi-bin/cgint.exe/2174640-744?targ=1&204&OIDN=1504144. 
Download position paper from WWF Intranet at: 
http://intranet.panda.org/content_documents/CAP-enlargement-position-paper.pdf.  
Contact: 
Peter Torkler, torkler@wwf.de.  
 
 
Highways of destruction?  

Learn from mistakes made in present member states and push for more environmental 
approaches to transportation policy and the Trans Europan Network (TENs), says a position 
paper released by WWF together with Friends of the Earth Europe, CEE Bankwatch, T&E 
(Transport and Environment), and BirdLife International.  
The position paper can be downloaded from: 
http://www.t-e.nu/CEE.HTM#2002Seminar  
Contact: 
Ellen Townsend, etownsend@wwfepo.org. 
 
 
No agr i-environment in Polish SAPARD 
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Contact: Inga Kolomyjska, ikolomyjska@wwf.pl.  
 
 
Rising tide for  Natura? 

In May, EU member states and candidate countries (!) re-affirmed – in what will go 
down in history as the „El Teide Declaration“  -- their commitment to taking all necessary 
measures to halt biodiversity loss by 2010. At a time when muttered opposition to Natura 
2000 can be heard in the Convention for the Future of Europe among other places, the 
declaration underscores the need for effective and timely implementation of the EU-wide 
nature conservation network. Deputy Director General Verstrynge (DG Env), speaking at a 
WWF-organised conference in Vienna, underscored the central importance of the Natura 
2000 network and related legislation for preserving the prodigious natural wealth of the 
candidate countries.  
 
 
L IFE for  Slovakia  
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European Agr iculture Convention  

A broad platform (organised with WWF involvement) in favour of more sustainable 
and bottom-up approaches to agriculture and rural development policy, the EAC is seeking to 
influence the work of the ongoing European Convention as well as the mid-term review for 
the Common Agricultural Policy. The EAC convened a large meeting in Brussels in June; 
follow-up activities focused on the CAP Mid-Term Review are planned for December.  
See: http://www.agriculturalconvention.org.  
 
 
Restore wetlands or  face worse flooding 
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Contact: cavis@wwfepo.org.  
See: 
http://www.panda.org/about_wwf/what_we_do/freshwater/news/news.cfm?uNewsID=2690 
 
 
Treasures for  the New Europe 
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Natura 2000 Progress Repor t 

A report on progress made by individual candidate countries in their preparations for 
implementing Natura 2000, the nature conservation network. It was planned to be released by 
WWF and a number of partner organisations early December.  
Contact: Sandra Jen, sjen@wwfepo.org.  
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