Is it possible to live more
equitably within planetary limits?

What could we all do to
make a transition happen?

Is effective reduction of
resource use happening
anywhere at all?

Can you imagine yourself
living with a sustainable
footprint?
Would a quota scheme
distributed to individuals
solve the problem
of unsustainable resource
use?

More information on the topic and the organizers
is available from the following websites:
Resource Cap Coalition: http://www.ceeweb.org/rcc/
CEEweb for Biodiversity: http://www.ceeweb.org
GreenDependent Institute: http://www.greendependent.org

If these and related questions are bothering you, come
and discuss them with us at our scientific session:

Sustainable consumption:
The chance for absolute reduction?
on 4th September from 11:00 to 13:00 in Room: HS 7

Absolute Reductions project: http://grf-spc.weebly.com/absolute-reductions.html

and/or our workshop:

To contact the organizers, please write to:

Respecting planetary boundaries
while enhancing the well-being of all

Veronika Kiss: kiss@ceeweb.org
Edina Vadovics: edina@greendependent.org
Sylvia Lorek: sylvia.lorek@seri.de
Published with the financial support of the European Commission, although its content does not
necessarily reflect the donor’s position or views. The sole responsibility lies with the authors and
the donor is not responsible for any use that may be made of the information contained herein.

on 4th September from 14:30 to 16:30 in Room: S 321

the scientific session

the workshop

Sustainable consumption:
The chance for absolute reduction?

Respecting planetary boundaries
while enhancing the well-being of all

One of the wonderful (and sometimes unwieldy and troublesome) characteristics of
the concept of sustainable consumption and production is that it can be used to create
interlinkages and connect the dots in the complexity of sustainable development
challenges: resource scarcity, environmental justice, global health, biodiversity
loss, atmospheric pollution, waste generation, etc. This makes SCP the mainstay of
sustainable development and in fact brings it around to serving as the “overarching
objective” that the 2002 United Nations Johannesburg Summit declared it to be.

The aim of the workshop is to explore how the imperatives of living within the limits of
the planet and sharing its resources more equitably could be implemented.

Thus, getting serious about sustainable development means getting serious about SCP
(or, is it the other way around)? In light of our current ecological footprint (2+ planets),
and given the magnitude and urgency of the sustainable development challenge, how
about getting serious about the need for absolute reductions to a one-planet level.
Can absolute reductions in material throughput and energy use be achieved within
a “reasonable” timeframe? Are there examples where reductions have been
demonstrated? What materials are critical and which are substitutable? What targets
can be set for resources consumption; what methods would be used to measure this?
What structural changes would be needed in society; what institutions? What about
regions or populations where consumption needs to increase to meet minimum needs
of people? Is a new sustainability science approach needed?
This session intents to reflect on this questions. It starts with briefly introducing the
REDUCTIONS project and relates it to ongoing research and political activities.

It will start with brief presentations that introduce the objectives and topic of the
workshop as well as the methodology to be used. Following this, participants will have
the chance to get to know some already existing examples of “equity within limits”
initiatives including top-down (e.g. policies) as well as bottom-up (e.g. communities)
examples with the help of posters and other materials in small groups in an interactive
way. Finally, world café type discussions will be held to discuss how these examples
could be improved, promoted and multiplied.

Preliminary programme:
1. Presentations (30 min)
•

Edina Vadovics: Well-being, social equity and planetary boundaries

•

Veronika Kiss: Introducing the Resource Cap Coalition

•

Sylvia Lorek: Examples of absolute reduction

2. Interactive world café type discussion (60 min)
•

in 3-5 small groups depending on number of participants

3. Reporting back and further discussion in plenary (30 min)

Presentations:
Umpfenbach, K. & Hirschnitz-Garbers, M.: Exploring consumption-focused policy mixes
for absolute decoupling of well-being from resource use and environmental impacts
Stratford, B.: Ensuring equitable access to energy in the context of a cap
Vadovics, E.: Equity within limits: Introducing convergence mapping and initiatives
with contraction as well as equity processes
The presentations will be followed by moderated discussion.
Moderator: Lewis Akenji (IGES)
4th September from 11:00 to 13:00 in Room: HS 7

4th September from 14:30 to 16:30 in Room: S 321

