Country fact sheet

Bulgaria

NATURA 2000 IN BULGARIA - HOW CAN
WE MAKE IT WORK FOR PEOPLE AND
THE ECONOMY?

HaTtypa 2000 B bvarapua

BvArapua e Ha Tpeto MAcTto B EBpona (caep,
CroBeHua n Xvpeatcka) ¢ 34,4% ot
TeputopuATa cu, BKAloYeHa B Hatypa 2000.
V3sBbHpeaHO 6oratoto 6buopasHoobpasve Ha
cTpaHaTa ce onasBa B 118 30HM Mo
AMpeKkTMBaTa 3a ntnuute u 233 30HW Mo
AVPEKTMBaTa 3a MeCcToobuTaHnATa.

3awmTeHaTa NMpUpPoAa NpeaAara MHOXKECTBO
noAsn 3a bbarapute. Nopute ot Hatypa 2000
ocurypABaT YMCTa BOAA 3@ MO-FOAAMA YacT OT
HaCeAeHWeTO Ha CcTpaHaTa, BKAKYUTEAHO
ctoamuata Co¢ua, KOATO NoAydaBa CBOUTE
OTAVMHU TMWUTENHW BOAM OT 3alUUTEHU 30HWU
Puaa BGO000495 n Butowa BGO00113. Hucka
TaKca 3a MOA3BaHETO Ha BoAaTa ce Cbbupa oT
MOA3BaTEANTE Ha BOAHW PECYpPCU B CMeLnaneH
boHA KbM MuUHMCTEPCTBOTO Ha OKOAHaTa
cpesa U BOAWTE W Ce WM3MNOA3Ba 3a
dvHaHcupaHe Ha AeliHOCTM B obBAacTTa Ha
OKOAHaTa cpeAa.

Hatypa 2000 noanomMara m 6OW3HEeCHT.
Typu3MbT, Hanpumep cpea npupoaata u
HabAIOAEHNATA Ha AVBU XKMBOTHU € PacTALL

Bulgaria ranks third in Europe (after Slovenia and
Croatia) with its relative surface of Natura 2000
which covers 34,4% of the land territory of
country. The extremely rich biodiversity of the
country is protected in 119 Special Protection
Areas (SPAs) and 233 Sites of Community
Importance (SCla). Bulgaria belongs to Alpine,
Continental and Black Sea biogeographical
regions.

The protected areas of Natura 2000 ensures
many benefits to the Bulgarians. Water
catchments in the forests in Natura 2000 ensure
clean water for majority of the country
population, including the country's capital Sofia
which receives its excellent drinking water from
Rila (BG0000495 and Vitosha BGO000113)1.
Small water tax from all final users for the
ecosystem services is collected in a special fund
at the Ministry of Environment and is used for
environmental goals.2

Natura 2000 supports businesses. Wildlife and
nature tourism is a growing industry in many
remote Natura 2000 sites, such as in Madzharo
SPA BG0002014 where the municipality
included the Griffon vulture in its visual identity

! Business plan for the development of the activities of “Sofia’s Water” Ltd for the period 2017-2021

2 Bulgarian Water Act, 1999-2017
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OM3HEC B MHOro 3alUTEHW 30HMU.
MpuMepwn 3a ToBa ca 3almTeHa 30Ha
Maaxaposo SPA BG0002014,
KbAETO MecTHaTa ObLIMHA BKAKOYMN
benoraaBuA AelloAs B CBOA repb,
KakTo ¥ 3awuTteHa 30Ha Poaonu
3anaaHu SCI BG0001030 n Ham-Beve
obuimHa AeBWH, KbAETO MeCTHMUTe onasBsaT
MeYKUTe, Tbi KaTo Te Ca OBEKT Ha TYPU3BbM.

Bbnpeku Bcuykn Te3m 6e3cnopHn NpeaMMcTBa,
npea YCMewHOTO YMnpaBAEHWE Ha 30HUTE Mo
Hatypa 2000 npoabA>kaBaT Aa CbliecTByBaT
CEePUO3HN NPEYKU.

EaHa oT Tax e duHaHCMpaHeTo Ha AeriHoCTUTe
3a onasBaHe Ha Hatypa 2000 B Bbarapua,
KOETO € B Cepuo3Ha Kpu3a 3apasy HambAHO
HebyHKumoHupawata HIMNPA 1 kKomMbuHaumaTa
OT HepOCTaTbYHa MOAKpena OT cTpaHa Ha
WHCTUTYLMNTE 3a 3allMTeHaTa NpUpPoAa,
BbMNPEKN OE3CNMOPHOTO »KeAaHWe 3a ToBa OT
CTpaHa Ha rpa*KAaHCKOTO o0bLWecTBO.
PeanHoTO u3nbAHeHme Ha HIPA e mMexxay
0,01% - 0,5% oT naaHupaHuTe pasxoaM 3a
npupoao3sawmTa. Aopu OnepatnBHa nporpama
,OKOAHa cpepad” He ¢uUHaHCUMpPa 3HAYMMU
NPUPOAO3ALUNTHN AEWNHOCTU W PEaAHOTO W
N3MbAHEHWE B YacTTa 3a b1uopasHoobpasmneTo e
noa, 1%.

AeseT roanHu caep 6uoreorpadpckute
ceMuHapu camo 8 ot 233Te 3almUTEHN 30HU MO
AVpPEKTMBaTa 3a xabutatuTe ca C NyOAMKYBaHU
3anosean B AbpxaBeH BecTHUK (3%
N3MbAHUEHME).
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(including the logo3) or in Rodopi Zapadni SCI

BG0001030 in Devin municipality, where locals
protect the bears because of the “Bear tourism”
carried out by the local hunting society4.
Because of all the benefits nature provides, the
Bulgarian society see the socio-economic
benefits of Natura 2000. Protection of nature is a
national priority with more than 80% support
according to the recent sociological surveys5.

Significant obstacles for the efficient Natura
2000 management in Bulgaria still exist. National
financing for biodiversity and protected areas
was significantly reduced with the EU accession
and the new opportunities of Operational
Program Environment. Almost developed ideas
for National Protected Areas Fund were
abandoned. Ten years later this decision looks
wrong. OPE could finance only some of the
conservation priorities and Bulgaria needs more
national money to support nature conservation.

Amongst these are interventions by the Ministry
of Environment, for example, to "improve” the
conservation status of species and habitats such
as the Marbled Polecat, in contrast to the
National Red List made by the Bulgarian
Academy of Science.

Land and forest swaps affairs still block the
declaration of proposed Rila boufer SCI and
SPA. This part of Rila mountain was identified by
a few biogeographical seminars (2011, 2012,
2014) as key area for the Brown Bear and
European bullhead. It is also part of Rila IBA
which is one of the most important sites for

3 http://www.madzharovo.bg/new/main.php
4 http://brownbearbg.info/arshive/284-0chi-v-ochi-s-kafyavata-mechka.html

5 Report from a research of the public attitude towards business development according protected
nature - ESTAT Agency, 2017 - http://en.forthenature.org/documents/1463



Country fact sheet

Camo 7 sawmteHn 30HU (MAM 2% OT BCUYKM)
1MMaT NMAaHoBe 3a yrnpaBAeHue. HUTo eaHa 30Ha3,
BKAIOYMTEAHO W TpUTa HaLMOHaAHW MapKa,
coberBeHocT Ha MOCB, HAMaT cneunasnsvpaHa
AaAMUHWCTPaLMA, OTrOBOPHa 3a HEWHOTO
yrnpaBAeHue.

B pesyatat Ha BcMYKO TOBa, He3aBUCMMO OT
3HaYUTEAHWA MPOLEHT Ha 30HM B HaTtypa 2000 B
BvArapuda, Te ocTaBaT 3alMTEHW caMo ,Ha
xapTtua”.

lMaaHbT 32 aAenicTBue 3a Hatypa 2000 Ha
EBponelickata KoMucna MoXke aa AOMpPUHece
3HAYUTEAHO 3a peLlaBaHETO Ha TO3M MPObAeM
KaTO CAEAHUTE AENHOCTU Ca HaW- Ba*KHU:

AenHoct 3 - PaspaboTBaHeTo Ha nNpo3pavHa U
Hay4YHO peLeH3npaHa CUCTeMa 3a peryAdapHa
OLEeHKa Ha MNpUPOAO3aLLUTHUA CcTaTyC Ha
BMAOBE U MecToobuTaHua 6U AOMNPUHECAO
3HAYNMTEAHO 3a peaAHaTa oOULEeHKa Ha
NPUPOAO3ALLUTHNA CTaTyC Ha PEAKUTE BUAOBE
1N MectoobutaHmna. AobpnAT poceralleH onuT
yepBeHuTe cnmcbum Ha I[UCN 61 Morba paa 6bae
N3MNOA3BaH KaTo obpasel. VIHTerpupaHeTo Ha
KapTUTe Ha MOCTOAHHUTE MNaculia U ropute B
basa Ha cTapocT B reorpadckarta
nHbopmaumoHHa cucrema Ha Hartypa 2000 B
WHTEepHEeT 6K AOMPUMHECAO 3HAYUTEAHO 3a
noBUWaBaHe Ha obuecTBeHaTa
MHGOPMMPAHOCT 3a THAX U 3a TAXHOTO OMnasBaHe.

AenHoct 4 - bbarapua TpAbBa Aa 3aBbpLUM
n3rpakAaHeTo Ha cBoATa Mpexka Hatypa 2000
c obABABaHETO Ha 3aliMTeHuTe 30HU Puna
bybep 3a nNTMUM U MecCTOOBUTaAHUSA.
PaspaboTBaHeTo Ha NAaHOBE 3a yrnpaBAeHMUE 3a
BCUYKWN 3alUTEHN 30HW 6K AOMpPUHECAa
3Ha4YUTEAHO 3a nNopobOpABaHETO Ha
NPUPOAO3ALLNTHNA CTaTyC Ha OMna3BaHUTE B TAX
BUAOBE W MecToobuTaHndA. CBETOBHMAT onuT
nokassa, Ye A0HBPOTO ynpaBAeHME BbPBU CbC
cneuvanmMsMpaHa asMMHWCTpaumA 3a ToBa. B
Tasn BPb3Ka Cb3AABaHETO Ha CreunaAm3npaHu
OpraHn 3a ynpaBAeHMe Ha 3allluTeHnTe 30HU LWe
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Capercaillie, White-backed and Three-toed
woodpecker in Bulgaria.

We suggest that the government of Bulgaria
focus primarily on following actions

ACTION 3 - Bulgaria should develop
transparent and peer reviewed permanent
scientific system for monitoring and evaluation
of the conservation status of species and
habitats. The good experience with the regular
update of the IUCN Red List could be used as
example. Bulgaria should create transparent
map system showing key areas of Natura 2000
as the permanent grasslands and non-
intervention forests.

ACTION 4 - Bulgaria must complete its Natura
2000 system with declaration of SPA and SCI
Rila buffer which will protect the birds, other
species and habitats of European concern in
Rila mountain, as well as in a few other small
SCls protecting some keys habitats. Bulgaria
must develop site management plans for all
Natura 2000 sites. Bulgaria must appoint
management authorities for its Natura 2000
sites which now are managed as “paper parks”.


http://ec.europa.eu/environment/nature/legislation/fitness_check/action_plan/index_en.htm
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oT cbepata Ha ,xapTveHWTe napkoee” un Lwe
AOTIPUHECE 3HAYMTEAHO 3a MoAobpABaHe Ha
TAXHOTO CbCTOAHME.

AenHoct 7 - [laaHoBeTe 3a AencTBMe 3a
BMAOBE MoraT Aa ObAaT PEaAHU AOKYMEHTU
caMo ako bbarapua paspabotu cucrtema 3a
npocaeapdABaHe Ha HampeAbKa MO TAXHOTO
n3nbAHeHWe. PaspaboTBaHeTo Ha MAaHOBE 3a
AGMCTBMG 3a BCUYKM CBETOBHO 3acTpalleHn
BUAOBE, KakKTO W 3a MWHUMYM neTTe Hau-
3acTpalleHn Tuna MecToobuTaHuAa y Hac, 6u
AOMPUHECAO 3HAYMTEAHO 3a TAXHOTO OMasBaHe
n Bb3cTaHoBABaHe. HIPA TpAbBa aa ce
OCHOBaBa Ha MPUOPUTETU OMPEAEAEHU OT
cbBpeMeHHa HauuvoHaaHa cTpaTerva 3a
BUOAOTUYHOTO pa3Hoobpasne U naaH 3a
HEMHOTO NMpuAaraHe.

AenHoct 8 - bwvarapckata HauwmoHaaHaTa
NPEUOPUTETHa pPaMKa 3a AENCTBME TpAbGBa Aa
6bAE PaAMKAAHO peopraHu3MpaHa ako nckame
A CTaHe peaneH OYHKUMOHMpPALL AOKYMEHT, a
He mopeaHaTa HepaboTella N pake Mpevella
cTpaTerus.

AenHoct 9 - bvarapua Tpabea aa cnpe BCUYKU
cybeuanm no MPCP, konTo BoaAT A0 3aryba Ha
bnopasHoobpasne M MNo- CneunasHo Aa
OCUTypW aAeKkBaTHa 3aliMTa Ha nacuuiaTa,
KaKTo 1 Aa cripe cybcuamuTte 3a nallyBaHe B
HaunmoHanHnte napkose Puaa, MNMupuH n
LeHTpaneH BankaH.

AenHoct 11 - Eeponerickoto ¢uHaHcnpaHe
HAMa A3 € BeYHO, a U Hal- Ba*KHUTE AEMHOCTU
He ce ¢uHaHcupat ot EK. CbapaBaHeto Ha
boHA 33 3aWUTEHU TepuUTOpUN U
6uopasHoobpasne kbM MMYAOOC Ha ocHoBaTa
Ha Cb6MpaHe Ha ﬂpMXOAM OT TaKCW 3a
MOA3BaHWA MOXe YCMewHO Aa 3aMecTu
AOCerawHoTo ¢MHaHCUpaHe 3a
npupoao3awmta ot OMNOC B 6AM3KO bbAELLE.
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ACTION 7 - Bulgaria must develop a system to
track implementation of the Species and
Habitats Action plans. Bulgaria must develop
Species action plans for all globally threatened
species, as well as for at least 5 Habitat action
plans for the most endangered habitats.

ACTION 8 - Bulgaria should radically improve its
PAF in order to create realistic and functional
PAF. Bulgarian PAF should be based on
conservation priorities identified through the
National Biodiversity Strategy and Action plan
for its implementation.

ACTION 9 - Bulgaria should stop all perverse
Common Agricultural Policy (CAP) subsidies,
ensure the protection of the permanent pastures
and stop providing subsidies for the grazing in
the National Parks of Central Balkan, Rila and
Pirin.

ACTION 11 - Bulgaria should again start
developing its own special biodiversity and
protected areas fund which will replace the part
of the present EU funding for nature
conservation in the future. This fund should
collect money from user fees and taxes and use
them for biodiversity and Natura 2000
management and conservation. There was a
special feasibility study for the establishment of
such fund before the accession to EU in 2007.
After the accession the idea was forgotten
because Bulgaria received large funding from
Operational Program Environment. Now it is
time again to raise the national responsibility for
the funding of the nature conservation.
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ACTION 14 - Bulgaria should include all of its
Natura 2000 areas which have management
bodies (for the moment 3 National Parks and
11 Nature parks) in the Green List of IUCN of
well managed protected and conserved areas.

AenHoct 14 - Bbnpoc Ha aobpa nybanuHa
noAnTuKa e bbArapua aa KaHAMAARTCTBA BCUYKM
HallW 33aLUUTEHN 30HU, KOUTO MMaT opraHu 3a
ynpaBAeHVe, A3 ObaaT BKAIOYEHM B 3eAneHud
cnncbk Ha IUCN 3a pobpe ynpaBaABaHM
3aLUUTEHN TEPUTOPUMN.

Hatypa 2000 He e mpeyka, a Bb3MOXHOCT 3a
H6bArapckma 6U3HeC 1 ycnewHoTo pasBuUTneE Ha
permoHnte. ToBa e OCb3HaAO OTAABHa
6bArapckoTo obuectso. Bpeme e aa ro
OCb3HaAT W ObArapCKUTE UHCTUTYLMMK, 3a Ad
HanpaBAT HEOOXOAMMOTO CTpaHaTa HU Aa
3ana3n 6uopasHoobpasveTo CU U pa ce
Bb3MOA3Ba MaKCMMAaAHO OT CBOETO OFPOMHO
NPUPOAHO BOraTCTBO.

Bpb3ka cbc CEEweb!

CEEweb for Biodiversity uma HaTpynaH 3HauuMTeAeH OMWT BbB BCUMYKWM aCMeKTU Ha MpUAaraHeto u
ynpaBaeHueTo Ha HaTtypa 2000, BKAIOYMTEAHO MOAUTUKU N pa3paboTBaHe Ha MPOEKTH.

3a noeeye unHbOPMaLMA - MOAS CBbBPXKETE Ce C Hawwua ekcnepT oTtroBopeH 3a Hatypa 2000 wu
noAnTUKMTE 3a BoamTe: MoHnka KoTyaak kotulak@ceeweb.org.

Moasa noceTeTe Hawma yeb canT:

CONTACT US!

CEEweb for Biodiversity has vast experience in all aspects of Natura 2000 management and
implementation, including policy and project development. We are happy to consult, help and support
your work towards better implementation of Natura 2000 in your country with the support of our
member organization based in your country.

Should you have more questions, please contact our Natura 2000 and Water Policy Officer: Monika
Kotulak kotulak@ceeweb.org.
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