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Building the European Peatlands Initiative 
– a strong alliance for peatland climate protection in Europe

Insights from the Policy Brief: New Developments 
in European Peatland Strategies



• Peatland strategies on national level in few countries
• Expert workshop 2019
• Policy Brief 2020 

https://www.bfn.de/sites/default/files/2021-06/policy-brief-peatland-strategies-bfn.pdf

Background

-> Time for new exchange



• Expert workshop 2024
31 persons from 13 European countries

• Policy brief 2025 
https://www.succow-stiftung.de/fileadmin/Ablage/Projekte/EUKI/2025-
03_Policy-Brief_New-Developments-in-European-Peatland-Strategies_WEB.pdf

Background



Peatlands are rising on the political agenda
• Peatland strategies in 9 countries

Austria 
England
Finland
Germany
Ireland
Northern Ireland
The Netherlands
Scotland
Wales
… more to come

• Rewetting needs to be scaled up!

Main messages



Lack of funds
Key barrier to peatland restoration
• Private funding as an addition
• EU Carbon Removals and Carbon Farming Certification (CRCF)
https://climate.ec.europa.eu/eu-action/carbon-removals-and-carbon-farming_en#eu-carbon-removals-and-carbon-farming-certification-crcf-
regulation

Main messages

https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/PDF/?uri=OJ:L_202403012



Pan-European collaboration is important
• Regular dialogue and exchange of best practices
• Exchange on peatland strategy development
• Common European peatland strategy

Main messages

https://www.succow-stiftung.de/fileadmin/Ablage/Projekte/EUKI/2025-03_Policy-Brief_New-Developments-in-European-Peatland-Strategies_WEB.pdf



• Unsustainable landuse is still being incentivised
• Paludiculture 

- Good examples do exist
• Paludiculture challenges

- Inappropriate legislation
- Lack of public finance schemes
- Lack of established value chains
- Demonstration sites needed

Other messages



• Definition of peatlands is inconsistent between European countries
• Knowledge gaps need to be considered
• Clear communication is important

Other messages



• EU Nature Restoration Regulation starts to play a role

Other messages

https://alfawetlands.eu/policy-briefs/



Check out the policy brief ☺
https://www.succow-stiftung.de/fileadmin/Ablage/Projekte/EUKI/2025-03_Policy-
Brief_New-Developments-in-European-Peatland-Strategies_WEB.pdf

More details



• Polish wetland strategy draft
https://www.ramsar.org/news/polands-commitment-wetland-conservation-holistic-approach-sustainable-future

Outlook

• Exchange is key!



Thank you!
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