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Some facts about the

: : il ANMooRe
peatlands in Austria

I Organische Boden

Sankt Polten

i

B oeckenmoor Basenarmes Niedermoor
B Hochmoor Basenreiches Niedermoor
B Kondenswassermoor [l Moorwald

B Overgangsmoor [ Bruchwald

B Aopamoor B Anderer Moortyp
Niedermoor

Quelle: Umweltbundesamt umweltbundesamt®
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Mires in Austria gl AMooRe

B Deckenmoor [ Basenarmes Niedermoor
I Hochmoor [ Basenreiches Niedermoor
Bl Kondenswassermoor [l Moorwald

B Obergangsmoor B sruchwald

B Aapamoor B Anderer Moortyp

0 Niedermoor

o 35.000 ha

o Mires are rare
and small

o but we have
many

umweltbundesamt®

PERSPEKTIVEN FOR UMWILT & GESELLSCHAFT
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Mires in Austria i

o The mire types change along an
altitude gradient

o We have very exciting mire types
(alpine forms of Aapa mires, Blanket
Bogs and maybe also Palsa mires)

o High responsibility!




Organic Soils in Austria el

B Organische Boden
(100.000 ha)
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Quelle: Umweltbundesamt umweltbundesamt®
Moldaschel et al. (2024)




How it all started...

Austrian M
el ANooORe §:
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Gemeinsam fur Moore

Moore sind einzigartige und sensible Okosysteme

In 1982, Austria acceded to the
Ramsar Convention.

In 1992, Prof. Steiner published the
Moorschutzkatalog, which records
the distribution of mires in Austria.

Through his research into
greenhouse gases, Prof. Glatzel
has significantly broadened the
concept of peatland conservation.

In 2017, 1G Moorschutz was
founded, an NGO committed to the
scientific implementation of
peatland conservation.



The Peatland Strategy M
Austria 2030+
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Osterreich 2030+

.




2020 Start of work on the
Peatland Strategy

Austrian M '
el ANooORe §-

We established a working group
on peatland strategy, which is still
active today.

Administrative authorities, key
ministries, universities and NGOs
worked closely together.

Highly participatory approach.

Stakeholders could express their
concerns and opinions.

We had professional process
support for the stakeholder work.



flé)s\fglravrilelzfatland Strategy 2030+ A AMooRe

Field of action Field of action

7 Protecting peat soils from overbuildin
1 Creation of fundamental requirements for 4P s
the protection of mires and peat soils 8 Responsible use of valuable natural resources
2 Using the legal framework to protect . Preserving peat soils through wise use in the
peatlands interests of water and climate protection
3 Preserving natural and near-natural mires 10 Using the potential of peat soils for the

restoration of mires
Reducing domestic peat extraction and imports

4 Restoring degraded mires

5 Securing management-dependent, mire- 11  of peat, and increasing the use of peat-free
typical biodiversity products in horticulture
. . . 12  Raising awareness
6 Mire conservation from practice and for Expanding expert knowledge about moors and

practice 13

peat soils

04.07.2025 9



Austrian Peatland Strategy 2030+ Austrian Moor .
— Important definitions estoration :

Altbayerisches Donaumoos

Managed lowland fen area — Largest fen area in Bavaria

It is important to know what you
are talking about.

04.07.2025 10



Austrian Peatland Strategy 2030+ Austrian Moor
— Important definitions estoration :

Wetlands with potentially peat-forming
vegetation and their natural stages of

— degradation.
REGULATION (EU) 2024/1991: Art. 4, 11

Former mires where natural mire
vegetation no longer exists due to land

= use. These are mainly agricultural and
forestry cultivation areas.

REGULATION (EU) 2024/1991: Art. 11

e o e —

Peat Soils

04.07.2025 1"



Austrian Peatland Strategy 2030+ Austrian Moor |
— important key faCtOI'S Restoration

BIG
PICTURE

Abroad kglstanve
package to align existing
EU policy with ha new
emissions reduction
goal of 55% by 2030,

UNITED NATIONS DECADE ON

ECOSYSTEM
RESTORATION

2021-2030

The European
Green Deal

(&

NATIRA 200N

KEINE GESUNDHEIT UND Hnmmrmu GESCHLECHTER: SAUBERES WASSER
I ARMUT WOHLERGEHEN 4 BILDU GLEICHSTELLUNG WIW\H m
il e
Commission

Nature Restoration Law 7
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Austrian Peatland Strategy 2030+ Austrian Moor « B
— important key factors restoration ;

bottom-up and
implementation
orientation

o Strategies are undoubtedly highly relevant, but
they must also be implemented

o Leaving the meta-level was of great importance
to us when creating the strategy

o It's about the small scale, which is all too often
forgotten

o We know enough to do right things

04.07.2025 13



Austrian Peatland Strategy 2030+ Austrian Moor
— important key factors restoration ;

briding the gap in a
federal republic

o Establishment of a national working group that
Is strongly committed to the project

o Federalism has disadvantages...

o The Federal government has assumed
responsibility and financing for seven work
packages

o All federal states have committed to
Implementing the strategy

04.07.2025 14
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. Austrian M q.
Overview of LIFE-AMoore estoration WAV TeYe )% B

€ 44,23 Mio 204l € 77 Mio

budget

complementary measures

8 goals partially
achieved

9 goals are fully
achieved

Peatland Strategy Peatland Strategy

1.415 ha about 70 31

area of action peatlands SACs

04.07.2025 16



Austrian Moor :

Overview of LIFE-AMoore Restoration |

Lead Partner
— Vorarlberg

Partners

— Niederdsterreich, Oberodsterreich, Salzburg, Steiermark, Tirol
— BML, BMK

— Universitaten Kiel und Wien

Associated partners

— Burgenland, Karnten, Wien

Affiliated entity

— inatura Erlebnis Naturschau

Core team

— Christiane Machold, Vorarlberg (project manager), Magdalena Fink (assistant project manager)
— Christian Schrock (Technical Lead)
— Julia Lorenz, Ministry of Agriculture, Environment and Climate Protection

04.07.2025 17



Peatland Strategy 2030+ - strategic Letrian Moot N
basis for action for LIFE AMooRe ™ estoraion

LIFE AMooRe develops:
— == v the crucial mechanisms, bases for action

—____.\ and decision-making
for the full implementation of the
\ Austrian Peatland Strategy 2030+ on the

p—
’ <> " basis of:

v"a comprehensive knowledge base
v comprehensive good practice projects
.l v together with:

v all directly and indirectly affected persons
and stakeholders.

04.07.2025 18



Peatland Strategy 2030+ - strategic trian Moo
basis for action for LIFE AMooRe M Restoration .

Complementary measures
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Expert cooperation

Good-Practice

Knowledge building




LIFE AMooRe - important key SRl A MooRe ¥/

elements

Development and

improvement of sustainable
implementation methods

04.07.2025

O

The implementation projects were selected on a
targeted basis (impact, specific issues)

The projects already carried out are being
analysed.

Comprehensive programme for building up
specialist knowledge

Establishment of a national and international
experts network

Constant transfer of knowledge internally and
externally 20



LIFE AMooRe - important key SRl A MooRe ¥/

elements

Development of the

necessary strategic basis
for action with a view to

2050

04.07.2025

Prioritization of peatlands requiring
management

Definition of the restoration limit

Determination of the financial resources
required for full implementation of the peatland
strategy

Determining Austria's responsibility for
preserving Europe's natural heritage

21



LIFE AMooRe - important key SRl A MooRe ¥/
elements

Overcoming social barriers
by governance and
awareness raising

o Communication and awareness-raising concept

o Stakeholder dialogues to develop joint mission
statements

o Establishment of an advisory board to actively
involve interest groups

o Annual peatland platform on various topics and
issues

04.07.2025 22



LIFE AMooRe - important key SRl A MooRe ¥/
elements

Establishment of robust
long-term monitoring
focusing on ecosystem
services

o Establishment of long-term monitoring based on
the monitoring parameters vegetation,
hydrology and soill

o Monitoring the success of implementation
measures

o Socio-economic aspects are also highlighted.

04.07.2025 23



A project at just the right time! ~ Autian veor 7

Advantages of LIFE AMooRe:

o New, holistic opportunities for nature conservation
o Problems are known — solutions are within reach

o Strengthening cooperation between the federal and
state governments

o Transferability to other habitats
o Financial support (60% refinancing, including personnel)



A project at just the right time! ~ Autian veor 7

O

This is simply fantastic:

The importance of peatlands has been recognised by
society and politicians

There are numerous research and implementation
projects

Initiatives and rethinking among landowners

The momentum is clear to see and feel



The challenges gl AMooRe

European
Commission

Nature Restoration Law
For people, climate, and planet

22 June 2022
#EUGreenDeal




i s AMooRe § 7
The social challenge il ANMoOR

04.07.2025

Peatland conservation requires a long-term
commitment to a new land use and a conscious shift
away from activities that caused the original
deterioration.

Land ownership is often associated with intangible
values, as it has fed generations and been preserved
In line with personal values.

The prospect of change triggers fear of losing these
values.

Landowners rightly attach great importance to their
property and their freedom.

27



The social challenge

Austrian Mo
“Restoration WA [eYe1 =% B

Peatland conservation =

© By José Manuel Suarez, CC BY 2.0,
https://commons.wikimedia:org/wy/i

ndex.php?curid=4 602837

We must explain in a clear and
comprehensible manner why individual
land ownership has social relevance from
a completely new perspective.

Explain instead of instruct
Speaking one language and
drawing the right pictures
Developing the data and
knowledge needed to make
the right decisions

28



The social challenge i,

Austrian Peatland Strategy
2030+:

Area of action:

, Utilising the potential of
peat soils for the restoration
of mires*:

Mire (EU;2024/1991
Art. 4)

This is where the future of
many mires in Austria will

REaESOIIEIL e v . )
2024/1991 Art.11) -~ . . be decided.

29



i s AMooRe § 7
The social challenge il ANMoOR

Between 1 and 2% of GHG
emissions come from peatlands.
We have decided to define priority
regions where the regional
proportion is significantly higher.

B Organische Boden

Quelle: Umweltbundesamt umweltbundesamt® 30




Building bridges between science ,
. . Austrian Mc_)or AMOORE K
and Implementatlon Restoration /

| know ‘relatively’ exactly what | don't know,
and that's quite a lot.

o Innovation, creative ideas and new ways of
thinking are needed, from materials science

to management.
o Everyone is needed!




We can't do it alone

Austrian Mo S
u?(elsioratic?r: AMOO Re J

Knowledge as a compass for decisions
Pooling expertise, promoting exchange
Cooperation as the key to success
Building bridges between science and
practice

We must bring together the
few experts who are
available to implement the
measures.

32



Austrian M N .
el A NooORe §-

Big Picture The ecosystem and its needs

N P

AM o o Re — Social interaction

Three key aspects merge into
one

04.07.2025 33



Austrian Moor q. .
Restoration AMOO Re /

X %

zfe AMooRe

Austrlan Moor Restoration

Let's rethink the
landscape of the future
together!



