
Peatland Futures
workshop introduction



Which of these pictures 
show a peatland? 
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ÅWhat is peat?
When biomass production 
exceeds decomposition, plant 
material accumulates and forms 
ϪȤǸɞ Ϫȑ ȇǸȷȷ ɐȑǸɞ  £Ȥȧɗ ȤǸɐɐȑȽ 
often under wet conditions.

What are peatlands?

ÅWhat is a peatland?
A peatland is an area of land 
with a naturallyaccumulated 
peat layer on its surface.

Not all peatlands are WETlands



Drained peatlands

"In the EU, drained peatlands represent 25% of agricultural emissions and 7% of 
total annual greenhouse gases emissions"
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Where can they be found, and why do they matter?

LȰɆɜɳɆȦɃ /ɦɖɖ {ɽɆȼɽʀɜȽⱷ ₀⁹₀₁

Peatlands are the largest natural carbon sink on land



Peatlands' ecosystem services

Maud Raman, 2026 (in prep)



What is the state of peatlands?

There are important EU Directives and Regulations: 

ÅThe Birds and Habitat  Directives, designed to 
conserve wild birds, habitats, and species across 
Europe, including peatlands.

ÅThe Water Framework Directive, designed to 
achieve good ecological and chemical status in all 
surface water bodies

ÅThe Common Agricultural  Policy, designed to 
incentivize activities on agricultural land, such as 
environmentally-friendly  practices on drained 
peatlands.

uȰȗɽɖȗɜȬɶⱷ ȗɖɢɜȽɶɆȬȰ ȬʀɜȰɶⱷ ȗɳȰ ɽɃȰ ɛɢɶɽ ȬȰȽɳȗȬȰȬ 
habitats in the EU" EEA, 2020But...did they work in practice ?



The Nature Restoration Regulation 

The first EU regulation with binding
 restoration targets 
Key goals: 
ÅRestore 20% of land & sea by 2030
ÅRestore all degraded ecosystems by 2050
ÅPrioritize ecosystems with high climate and
biodiversity value, including peatlands

Å50% of drained peatlands under agricultural 
use must be restored by 2050 and  
rewetted
ÅPaludiculture is recognized as a restoration 

measure 

Daniel Hering, 2023



Paludiculture is the productive use of wet or rewetted peatlands 
through the cultivation of water-tolerant crops, maintaining 
ɐȑǸɞȷǸȽȍɗ  ȑɗɗȑȽɞȧǸȷ ȑȇɃɗϰɗɞȑȼ ɗȑɔϩȧȇȑɗ

Paludiculture: peatlands as productive landscapes

Paludicultureproducts can contribute 
to thetransitiontowardsasustainableand
low-carbon building sector

LȰɆɜɳɆȦɃ /ɦɖɖ {ɽɆȼɽʀɜȽⱷ ₀⁹₀₁
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https://greifswaldmoor.de/files/do
kumente/Infopapiere_Briefings/Alf
aWetlands_PolicyBriefing/Policy%2
0Brief_english.pdf 

ALFAwetlands, 2022
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https://greifswaldmoor.de/files/dokumente/Infopapiere_Briefings/AlfaWetlands_PolicyBriefing/Policy%20Brief_english.pdf
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European Commission, 2026

The Carbon Removal Carbon Farming Regulation

The CRCF Regulation aims to create a common, trustworthy system for certifying carbon removal 
and carbon farming projects across the European Union.

Carbon farming refers 
to land management 
practices that increase 
carbon sequestration or 
reduce greenhouse gas 
emissions, with the aim 
of generating carbon 
credits.



Peatland restoration: a step to climate neutrality

Scaling-up peatlandrestoration will be essential to
fullfill  the mitigation targets of the LULUCF sector and 
achieve climate neutrality.

Moreover: 

üPeatlands' ecosystem servicescan provide solutions to 
challenges in other transitioning sectors. 

üThis highlights the need for cross-sectoral initiatives 
connecting peatlands with broader transition strategies

European Commission, 2026



European Peatlands Initiative
- Lessons learnt -


