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A peatland is an area of land’
with a naturalllaccumulated
onits surface.
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Drained peatlands
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"In the EUdrained peatlandsepreserit5%o0f agricultural emissions affl of
total annual greenhouse gases emIiSsionSchen, 2028.Giersbergeao2s
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Where can they be found, and why do they matter? ® 4.
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MILLENIA OLD, WITH A SIZE OF MILLIONS AND MILLIONS OF HECTARES
Global distribution of peatlands
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IT IS MORE THAN A MATTER OF SIZE
Area and stored carbon worldwide, by ecosystem
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Peatlands are thegest natural carbon sinlon land




Peatlands' ecosystem services
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Maud Raman, 2026 (in prep)



TherearemportantEU DirectivesindRegulatiorns
Rocky habitats (1)

A The , designedb Sclerophyllous scrub (33)
conserveavild birds, habitats,and speciefCcross il
Europeincludingpeatlands Heath & scrub (42)

Grasslands (1.26]
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Forest (232]

Ciune habitats {67

Bogs, mires and fens {56]
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But..did they work In practice ?

habitats in the EU" EEA, 2020



The Nature Restoration Regulation e e

Legislation Strategies/policies
S The firstEUregulatiorwith binding
YrT— | ; 7 Q Policy | restoration targets
= ) Key goals:
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Daniel Hering, 2023

Marine Strategy
Framework Directive
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HOME REMEDIES
Paludicultures the of wet or rewetted peaﬂand « Useof paludiculture products in house construction

through the cultivation of maintaining
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INTENSIVE USE HARMS THE CLIMATE MORE

Annual emissions of greenhouse gases, in tonnes of C0, equivalents per hectare
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' cropland on drained peatland pasture on drained peatland

bulrushes alder as veneer
for insulation an walls and
furniture

; LOE3snNEAB [/ h
LA Paludiculturgproducts can contribute

paludiculture near-natural peatiand —— to thetransitiontowardsa and
LOE3nNEAB [/ h




Germany
Poland
Romania
Ireland
Netherlands
Finland
Estonia
Lithuania
Denmark
Sweden
Latvia
Hungary
France
Austria
Belgium
Bulgaria
Portugal
ltaly

Greece
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Slovakia
Slovenia
Czech Republic
Croatia
Luxembourg
Malta
Cyprus
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Restoration goals for agriculturally used peatlands in the Nature Restoration Law, Article 11.4 w GREIFSWALD Stiftung CENTRE
For Romania, Ireland and Estonia significant areas with shallow drainage are included. CENTRE
Total drained areas might be overestimated for these countries.

©30% m40% m50% of agriculturally used peatlands " total peatland area drained for agriculture

https://greifswaldmoor.de/files/do

kumente/Infopapiere_Briefings/Alf
aWetlands_PolicyBriefing/Policy%?2
OBrief_english.pdf
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For Romania, Ireland and Estonia significant areas with shailow drainage are included.
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1.8 Total drained areas might be overestimated for these countries.
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The Carbon Removal Carbon Farming Regulation &= &~ &

Carbon farming refers

to land management
practicesthat increase
carbon sequestration or
reduce greenhouse gas
emissions, with the aim
of generatingarbon
credits.

State of play
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(Expected) adoption of
Delegated Regulations by
Commission

» 3 February 2026 — Permanent

remaovals

+ Q2 2026 — Carbon Farming
* Q3 2026 — Carbon Storage in

Buildings

Certification process and
registry

* Implementing Regulation on

verification adopted

» Recognition of certification schemes

as from 2026

» EU registry by 2028
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European Commission, 2

The CRCF Regulaticeams to createcammon, trustworthy systenfor certifying carbon removal
and carbon farming projects across the European Union.
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Peatland restoration: a step to climate neutrality

Pathway to climate neutrality | | | |
Scalingup peatlandrestoration will be essential to

Historical and projected sectoral greenhouse gas emissions in the period 2015-2050 fU”fl” the m|t|gat|on targets Of the LU LUCF SECtor arl
o — aaerea: @CHIEVElIIMate neutrality.
5000 e | ULUCF
g Waste Moreover.
g 2,000 Agriculture
. R U Peatlands' ecosystem sewacegrovideolutionsto
e ’ Buildings . - .
5 challengesn other transitioning sectors.
D Industry*

s Energy Supply*™

e wue U This highlights the need tonsssectoral initiatives
connecting peatlands with broader transition strat

*Excluding non-BECCS industrial removals
**Including bioenergy with carbon capture and storage (BECCS)
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European Commission, 2026



European Peatlands Initiative

- Lessons learnt



