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1. Comments on and proposals on the elaboration of the SIDU Târgu 

Mureş 

1. 

The first comment concerns the procedure for organising consultations with 

relevant local stakeholders. We believe that this summary procedure, which 

included a SWOT analysis (at least in the working group to which I was invited), 

was more formal (we did not even receive any feedback on the outcome of these 

consultations) and missed a good opportunity to truly and constructively involve 

the city's human resources in the drafting of such an important document as the 

SIDU. 

 

2. 

In your letter you ask us to send you "priority project proposals". Given that we are 

talking about the development of an integrated strategy, we believe that asking for 

sectoral projects (even priority projects) is a major mistake, because priority 

projects can be very good for a territory or a sector, but can be contradictory with 

other sectoral priority projects – and thus the collection of these individual/sector 

projects can create major difficulties in the development of an integrated vision, 

and it is precisely for this reason that the development of strategies based on a 

collection of projects has been abandoned and the development of an integrated 

vision from which individual projects will be generated.  

 

I mention that the chaos that our city is going through, and the crisis that is found 

in urban mobility, green spaces, functional areas of the city, is precisely due to the 

lack of an integrated vision, from previous periods of planning and implementation 

of individual projects, which solved one problem, but generated other problems.  
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I mention here only the approval of the construction of residential areas in the 

central area (see Arany Janos Street, Mane Street, etc.), which is already choked 

with traffic. Instead of these spaces being acquired by the City Council for the 

purpose of creating spaces of community utility, the construction of these 

residential areas was approved without an integrated strategic vision. New 

residential neighbourhoods/areas should have been included in the integrated 

development strategy, and services should have been provided in those areas to 

avoid the need for unnecessary displacement of residents in those areas. In the 

future, I propose that when approving the construction of new residential 

neighbourhoods, an integrated vision should also be considered with the 

municipalities in the metropolitan area to avoid further chaotic development, which 

is unfortunately what is happening at present. 

 

A poignant example is the outskirts of the city towards Livezeni, where clusters of 

housing are being built visibly without any vision of development and will like bring 

chaos in the near future. The already existing traffic chaos can already be seen in 

the case of the Unirii District, but I will refer to this issue at a later point. 

 

This is what happens when private and public money is invested without a 

development vision, and it is a great pity and a great mistake that will be visited on 

current and future generations. 

 

3. 

Following these observations (which are intended to contribute constructively to 

the elaboration of the SIDU), I will come up with a proposal for the integrated 

development of an area of the city, namely the area located between the Turbine 

Canal and the new course of the Mures River, with the possibility of extension 

towards Sâncraiul de Mureș – an area that includes the Romsilva equestrian base 

and the former Ritz Spa.  
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In approaching this area, we must start from the fact that in the case of towns 

located next to a river, the natural tendency is for the town to expand on both sides 

of the river. In the case of Târgu Mureș, this was not possible because of the 

flooded areas of the Mureș River, which brought significant quantities of water from 

the Călimani Mountains, and because of this the city expanded more towards the 

hilly areas.  

 

After the regularisation of the Mures and the change of the natural course that fed 

the Ritz Spa, the risk of flooding was greatly reduced and the expansion of the city 

on both banks of the Mureș River became possible. This is how the Unirii District 

was built – and more recently, for example, this is how the Răsăritului District and 

other real estate developments in the Sâncrai area have been built.  

 

So, this development trend is obvious, and the question is whether it will be a 

planned and controlled one or a chaotic one following the example of other peri-

urban developments in Târgu Mureș. To ensure that this does not happen to this 

extremely valuable area (as has happened to other areas in Târgu Mureș), I 

propose the following:  

 

Târgu Mureș is known as the city with the fewest green spaces among the large 

cities in Transylvania (I am referring here to the real situation, not to statistical 

artifices that have increased the surface of green spaces in Târgu Mureș). The true 

figure is probably less than 7 square meters per inhabitant: before the inclusion of 

peri-urban forests, this figure was a little more than 7 square meters per inhabitant, 

but since then many more green spaces have been occupied. This can also be 

backed up by figures, but the city's inhabitants certainly feel the lack of green 

spaces where they can enjoy sports and other recreational activities.  
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The lack of a central park is obvious. The municipal park was designed when the 

city was much smaller, and the size of this municipal park was further reduced with 

the construction of the multi-purpose hall. 

 

By diverting the Mureș away from its natural course, an opportunity was also 

created for the creation of a central park close to the city centre and accessible 

from several directions. 

 

The development of this area involves the following elements: 

 

• The development of a central park on the territory of the Romsilva 

Racecourse, including alleys, facilities serving visitors (examples of such 

central parks can be found in many cities). 

• The development of the Mureș river bank (in collaboration with ABA Mureș) 

by planting appropriate vegetation, ensuring access to the water for those 

who want to practice water sports. Such paths along waterways are very 

popular, and there are many examples to be seen in Timișoara along the 

Bega River.  

• Building a bridge for pedestrians and cyclists, which connects to the right 

bank of the Mureș River for those who want to come to the city by bike, thus 

relieving the existing car traffic, but also to ensure the extension of the 

central park on the right bank of the Mureș River. 

• In the area of the former Ritz Spa, up to the discharge of the Turbine canal 

into the Mure (the former bed of the Mureș), the creation of an education 

and recreation area for those interested in aquatic life. Such areas also offer 

significant tourist potential, as we can see examples in many cities. 

• Making the area accessible by linking it to other parts of the city via a 

network of cycle paths and transforming the existing railway line by 

introducing a local interest train with stations in several parts of the city (in 

fact, in the future it could be a local train linking Reghinul to Târgu Mures). 
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Of course, parking facilities should be provided for those who will drive to 

the central park.  

• The creation of a museum in the building of the former micro-hydropower 

plant. This site, which has historical value as one of the first hydropower 

plants in Europe, can be a tourist and educational attraction. Similar 

examples exist, for example in the city of Munich a similar micro-hydropower 

plant was built around the same time, where turbines are put into operation 

to produce electricity – but the objectives here are in line with tourism and 

educational purposes. Please contact me for more details. 

• The sports facilities in the area need to be rethought by making the most of 

the existing heritage and adding to the existing facilities to offer the 

possibility of practising as many sports as possible. 

 

I am sure that in having an integrated vision of a territory, the Town Hall can 

negotiate with various institutions and landowners, and that many projects can be 

carried out with European funds (ROP, PNRR) that can finally lead to the realisation 

of this strategic, integrated vision. 

 

4. 

One recommendation for the city's development strategy is the use of Nature-

Based Solutions (NBS), which are widely used by municipalities across Europe to 

provide resilient solutions to the challenges of climate change.  

 

Public spaces designed according to NBS principles can be multifunctional spaces, 

serving not only the recreational needs of residents, but also providing non-

permanent retail spaces for local products and supporting direct contact between 

producers and consumers along shorter food chains. 
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To support you on NBS solutions, we attach a link to a study on good practices in 

Europe, carried out in a project by our association with partners in five other 

European countries. The study is currently available in English, but we are working 

on a Romanian and Hungarian version that will be available soon. 

 

E-book link: 

https://issuu.com/csabalajtmann/docs/nabi_inventory_of_nature_based_innovati

ons_eng 

 

In the hope that through consistent collaboration we can contribute to the 

development of the city, we remain at your disposal in the future. 

 

Yours faithfully, 

Dr. Zoltan Hajdu 

President 

Focus Eco Center 
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